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A different kind of
Middle-Eastern sum

120 young Jewish movers and shakers get
together in Ramat Gan to change the world

= By JOANMA PARASZCZUE

n & conference oom at Kfar Maccablahn, Ramat

Gan, 13} young Jews fmm amund the globe are

hralnstorming the major chaltenges facing lscael

rouday - and coming vp with innovative solutions.

Working 1In groups, these young sogial entrepre-
neurs, businesspeople, community Ieaders amd artists
share their thoughts in real-time, ¥ia a Jarge screen linked
up 10 their laptops.

"Wha! ¢an we do when ‘heing [ewish” is no lotiger
conl?” asks one group. “How can we get Jews 10 under-
stand the Holocaust when most survivors ae gone?”
ponders srnuther,

This commanity bralnstorm is |ust one session of the
annual K summit, a toorday colabomtive think-in
dbet the futnee of the Jewish people, onganized ad run
by young Jewish innovators from over 20 different coun-
tries, including lscael.

RN — which stands tor Renim on Investment - is the
pralnchild of philanthropist [ynn Schuserman, who
established the movement in 2000 in partnership with
the Cenler tor Leadership Initiatives and Taglit- Birthraght
Isrerel.

The 00 Commundly’s alm, says Sandy Cardin, presl-
dent of the Schoustermian Boundation’s Israel branch, is
to introduce young Jewish adults from around the world
to the cruwcial issues of the day, and to encourage their
imvalvemnent in the building of vibrant Jewish commu-
nities globatly and localh.”

For the past five years, the annual T Summil has
been a gathering place for fresh new flent, offening new-
comers o the movement four days of brainstonning.
inspiration, collaboration and meriment. This year's
summit differs in that it has reunited “vetean* KO come-
munity members to take stock and celebywate the frults of
the first Fve years.

And what fruits — this year's 124+ participants aec the
bratns behind a dazzling array of iniriatives, for-proft
and philanthropic, Jewish and non-lewish.

From trendy media start-ups In lsrael and fewish com-
munity gropps in Belams and Bugata 1o a volynteer-run
cabe in Copenhnagen 1hat donates its protils to Africa and
4 Holucaust rUpeit tor non-lewish high schiol stuchenrs
in Unoguay, RO is inspiring youny jows Lo change the
warld,

‘o get a Mot of some af the bartastic projects Inspind
Ly ROl Metro caught up with four Iseaeli ROT
Community members and summit paricipants. Two
native-born luraelis and mvo North American alim, these
four very ditferent people are each responsible for 2
unigue Yerlure.

First up is Jacob Shwirtz, a Brooklyn nalive who made
aliya seven years ago- From his home base of Tel Aviv,
Shwirtz co-manages Deflnitely Somelhing, a web
strategy’ and dovelupment agency providing strareghc
corsubting.

T ke wry life here in Israel,” he goims,

Has being located in lsrael made it difficutl ko build
relatinnships with Indernational clients? Gulte the
reverse, Shwirtz says. Dofinitely 5omething's lsiagli head-
guartcrs has prived a big tum-on for some companies.

"A lat of people think of [szael as the number-one
counry for start-ups,” he explalns, *5o0 corporatlons like

= Ty

.y

|

MTV and Zagat Guides are inerested in the
[act thal we ¢an 1ap Inlu Lhe very Lest talent
this country has to offer.”

Music glant MV, acoording to Shednz,
was attracted 1o Dsraels hl-toch and entre-
preneurial knew-how, Shwirtz and business
partner Asael Kabana helped the music
channel leam up with innavative lsracli
start-ups lke Metacafe,

IN ADDITION to providing web content
and consultancy for socta) netwniking
profects, Nefinktely Something 15 uslng its
weh knowhow to develop spin-off ven-
tures.  Shwirtz’s  latest  start-up,
Tweetbookz, combines rendy microblog-
ging service Twitter with that far older

wh |
RCH SUMMIT participants at a ‘community brainsterm’
$0$5AN. {adi Cahen)

Tl of writen commnunication = the printed book.

Twitter wsers communicale via tweets, Blel messages of
just 120 clurackers. Tweeting is incredibly popular -
Binyamin Netanyatm does it, as do Barack Obama and
Britney Spears. While tweets might appear cphemeral,
with Twevtbooke thoey can e presenasd foreser — in e
form o a beautiful, persmalived hardcover rome,

"Twcethooke are High-guality cotfee-rable books con-
WNAg up o 200 of a pesons st edent beeets,”
explalng Shwir, “Wo're printing the Intenwt, combin-
ing the vietwal warld with Lthe real workl,”

Tweetbookz has gamered conswlerable internationat
populancy, with Twitter itself supporting the procduct,
Many pecple, ineluding a numbwr of celebrities, have
signed up to print their own book of tweets.

It why winlt anvonr want to puorehase a beantifully
printed, hardoover keepsake of Instantly forgenable
instant messages? “It turns out there's a lot of nostalgia
for things that happened just ive minutes ago,” laughs
Shwirtz.

What part has RO played inoall this innovation? an
e Community member since 2005, Shwins says the
MOVEnENT i an wximemely positive and poewerful force,

"ROI is An inspiration,” he says. “It's just an amaging
opprertuTity to connuoct with youngg jews from all around
theworld, to leam from and collaborate with cach other,
Lo shaee and exchange ideas "

From Tweethookz ro comic boaks, our noxt RO com-
ity mermber s o Maya-(our, a graphic antist fom

J

Holon. A comic

bextk artist and graphic novelist, Maya-Gur uses

the mediwn uf the cartoon b address some of the mast
SEIQUS IRSUCS [adng Israel,

Frank Zappa ance quipped thal a real country needs a
beer and an airkine, but Maya-Gur believes a homegrown
supethere s glso an important expression of nationat
idenity.

The US4 Nas Spiderenan, Batman and countless athers;
the UK has Danger Mous: and vwen the Cayioan [slands
have Fishkar, bur for a long time Israel lacked s own
caped, cime-fighting votnte-bouk hero. Fast Israeli super-
heroes tnclude Urt Fink’s 5abraman, a former cop and
Shoah survivor whiose daring battles with nep-xazi sci-
entists woere published n The Jemsafons f'ost in the late
1971k,

MO, FHANKS W Maya-Gur, the 1staeli superhons lives
again, She bas created Falafelman, a 1el Aviv local who
fights terrorists, anti-Semitlsn and Ahmadinejad and
comfronts 1w legacy of the Hokwaust. Zapped with
suprerpowers fullowing o inysteriows laboratory exper-
ment invelving falafel, our superhers is o ginger-haired,
unshaven, beoer-bellied, computer-game-playing, TV-
watching evenviman,

This 35 the quintessential 2| stcentury lsracli bero?

“1 asked miysell, whal would an Jsracli supethor ok
fike," laughs Maya-Gur "1s huea pin-up, 2 imascular tough
Buy? [ eeally didn't think so.”

Falatelrman iy mwre antibero than supethern - but
Maya-Crur wants regular Taraelis b identify with him-

“Falatelman is an underdog he's overweight, he does.
'l have any weapons - just falafel,” she concedes. ~But
after all, what is lsrels natural resource? 85 our rains,
liraelis are smant, %0 Falafelman's strength is his Intelli-
gence.”

Falafelmzn is hilarious - amd in 3 very sacl way, it s
this humor that alinws Maya-Cir b broach serious 1op-
ics like rhe temifying anii-Semitic rhetoric disseminated
by Iranian leader Ahmadinejad.

“Coornics give nme a voice, ey allow me w talk to kids
ot difficult fopics in a way they can understand and
access,” explains Maya-Gur. And it's worklng, she
believes: Ismeli schoolchildren have told her that they
uge Falafelman as 3 way to understand whal happensd



during the Shoah.

Falafelman’s rotund perona came to life during the
three years Mayadsur studied comic book art at the pres-
tighons Joe Kubert Sciwow] of Comics and Laraphic Art in
Sew Jersey. Her time abroad changed her perspective on
Israel.

“In America, 1 saw lsrael from the point of view of an
outsides, and 1 tel so proud of this county,” she relates.

N, Falafelman is even helping Diaspord Jews inder-
stand Isme] - in Chicago, schools are using the comics to
teach [ewish kids Hebrew.

HOW HAS the ROl Commumity helped Maya-Gur in her
endeuvors? Like Sliwirty, Mirvi-Gur 15 keen to express her
exciterngnt at being part of this initiative. ROL, she
orithses, emypowers people ke ersell - young, creative,
talented, brimming with ideas — to gel the support and
resoumes they need ro tum their dreans into reality.

“At 01 people are creating comminity projects that
are mast just for Ismel or the Jewish world, but lor every-
one,” she savs,

Jererny Mulsh is a thind ROY comnwunity member
whiosg work is benefiting the wider community as well as
Israel and the Jewish world.

Hulsh, who worked for 3ony Records and Columbia

Records before his aliva from the
US ecight vears ago, ls the
founder and execurive
director - of  Otehl
Recards, an independ-
ent, non-religinus, non-
profit jecord lahel. lis
mission is to help Isradl's
young and wlented musi-
cians succeed in the cutthroat

world of the plobal music industry.

Hulsh explains that RON helpesd binn to get his idea off
the ground. ROU members can apply for small grants to
give new projects a boost, Oleh! Records benelited from
this seedd funding.

“I had an ldea about what #d like to change” he
relates, "1 waltt 1o promote altemmative and new music, o
showcase lsraeli artisks abroad. | was so inSpinad, | poured
' time, moncy and heart into the venture,™

For Bagsh, unming a non-profit organization was a
new experience. {leb! Records is a uw labor of tave.
“Theme's no profit for us in this,” Hulsh poins ow.
“Wi'rea regigtersd charity. 1t a purely cultural veneure,”

Musicians signed with Olely! Revords include hardeare
rockers Midnight Peavacks, punk tund Useless 1D, hip-
hop, jazz and funk stars Conlooloosh, reggae, trip-hop
anid nu-sond artist Karoling, and urban-pop diva Onill Al
these musicians have non-exchusive coirgacts with (leh!
Records so they can collaborate with multipde labels and
distributors and reach the widest possible glohal audi
ence.

These musicians don't play traditonal *Jewish™ rmusic
~and, in fact, pol all ol them are fowish.

“Wa reprosent Arab prtisls too,” adds Hulsh. "We're
chaltenging people’s ideas about Israeli music, instead of
Kleaner, we're giving them hip-thop,”

I promoting Isreel’s hottest new
talent, Oleh! Kocords is showing the
world a dilerent face of lsrae!, that of
A young, coob and talented Country
sal is part of a plobal music culhure.

“[t's a huge dream for Tseacli hands
to suceeed intermationally, and wi'r
making progress  in [Faps  and
hounds.” says Hulsh.

Young Isrzeli artisls are now plaving
at venucs across Lurope and the US
mainly ke mainstresy audiences. This month, for exam-
ple, voung crowds at Slovakia’s Pohoda music festival
greeted lsraeli pop singer Onili with great enthusiasm.

“These artists are lwing, breathing ways that people
can conppect with ‘vool’ Isrzel™ concluodes lulsh,
“Everybndy wins - the artists get Interpational exposure,
Jseae] gets 1o show the wodld 2 ceol byage, and audiences
abroad get w0 rock to Totally awesome masic”

Cwr fourth ROT community member is alsn building
bridges between young [sraelis and the wider warld.
Maya Abarhane] s executive director oF Parallel Lives, a
non-profil that oonnects sraelis with Didspora Jews.

“We wanl Isracdis to »ee how Jewish peaple Tive in
chher purts of the world,” savs Abarbanegl, "and how i
affects their Jewish identing” Like Maya-
Gur, Abarhanels perceptions of Israel
vhanged when she speit an exrendid
pericd abroad. Abarbanel and her hus-
hand worked as Jewish Agency emis-
saries inn the small lewish comununitics
of Akron aned Cartere, Chio,

“In Ohigy, [ learned about myself,
abouwt Judaism, hiow the Diaspora comi-
munify sees 1Srael, about being o Mino-
ity,"” recalls Abarbane],

Retumning home, Abarbane! docided
she wanted to spread the ideas she had eamed. She
Legan working for 2 charity that broughl Amencan Jows
to Israel amd quickly reatized thene was & real need for
Israelis to understand Jewish lifc abroad, too, Thus
Tarallel Lives was borm,

Parallel Lives Otganives a vearlong sotics of personal
mneetings beoween woall grovps of ksraels and Jews from
overas, The lsaell parbcipants are 1DF soldiers from
olite urits.

“These peopie will realty influcnice el i the furure,”
expiains Aharbanel. “We maich theon with voung fewish
adults in Israel on long-term volun et proggrams.”

Through these mectings, 1stagli and Disspora Jews
explore differenices in Jewish identity, "The Istagli sl
diers are very patniotc, lots helieve all jews ought to live
in lsracl,” she caplains. “Some leel that Jews in Aunerica
just domate moncy and that's the end of their conpec-
oty with Isra€l.”

THASPORA JEWS hawve many questions about Jewlsh
identity in [scael. “Phuralism is a big tssue for them, they
ask why Isrzelis don understand that there's more than
one stream of Judaism,” Abarbane! adds.

The lsraeti sokdiers alsa spend time in 2 Jewish com-
mumnity in the US - a very powertul experience, says
Abarbanel.

“It changes their lves forever,” she smiles. “Omee sotdicr
wept when he waw how neople prayed for the 10F in the
synagogue. He sow that these people care deeply for
Israel.”

raspora pacticipants in Parallel Lives haye includ
ed rabhinical students from rthe VS Reform

“overnent's Hehrew Uniont College, "They spend a
vear in Istacl as part of their siudies.” Abarbanel
explains. “Parallel Lives helps them ask tough ques

DORIT MAAYA-GUR is the ereator of Falafeiman, a superhero
arrped with nothing bt felafel. eanra Parszcakg

tions ahowt pluralism in this colptry.”

RN has piaved an sssential role in supporting Paralled
Lives, Recently, Abarbanel received a seed gract to help
facilitale a new project = a community program for
Parallel Lives alurnni. Intefaction with RCH cormmurnicy
members has also been instrumental in providing
incradibte motivativn and encouragement, she
believes,

Abarhanel, Shwirtz, Maya-Gur and Hulsh represent
just a fraction of the ROL Cotmmunity's deep well of
talent and cothusiasm, and the huge diversity of
projects and cnterprises these commurnity membuers
are undertaking. Bur evervone in this rich nutwork of
talented ywoung people has at heart the seme goal - to
chunge, inspire, improve and advance lsrel, the Jewish
wirld and beyomd.

“RON hrings logether people frony all over the world
and helps them transform e deas into sction,” con-
cludes Abarbane]. “This is g Gth summit, and 1 really
believe that in the next five years, ROL will change the
Jewish workd.”
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JACOB SHWIRTZ'S latest start-up, Tweethaoksz, comhines trendy microblngging service Twitter with that far
alder form of writlen communication = the printed book, (oans Paraszcaus)



