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Building for the future

Innovators visit kkrael to brainstorm ideas.
MARTIN JOSEPH

Meam Dalgin, Justin Kords and Yaniv Rivlin traveled from Cansds fo the outskirts of Tel Aviv recenthy
fo join with & growing network of young Jewish entrepreneurs, educstors, artists and sctivists who
&re brainstorming snd building the Jewish future.

Dutside the Kfar Maccsbish complex, they've come together in s big tent (literslly and figuratreely)
with rore than 100 others for the RO Summit for Young Jewish Innovators. RO provides critical
funding, training snd support for & host of Jewish entrepreneurisl ventures, such as Challsh for
Hunger, Moishe House, PresenTense and Jewcology, & web portsl for Jewish environmentslists.

*The strongest part of ROl iz the commmunity built during the summit,” said Delgin, & Wancouver-based
freelance environments| educstor, organzer snd sdvocate, snd one of Jewcology's 17 founding
members. *| came to an ROl meeting three yesrs sgo, and we've come a lbng wey since then . .
What we're doing is no knger theoretical, but very practicsl.*

While the prospect of & green activist flying thousands of miles o make the case forgreening the
Jewish world might seem counterintuitive, Dolgin ssid, *You need in-person connections to work
onlire effectively. You're mere inspired to connect with people online sfter you've met them face to
face.

*That's one resson we think it's so important to come together in one place st one time,* confirmed
Kords, ROl director and & native of Montreal. ' Facebook isn't an adequsate substitute for face time. "

In the five years since its lsunch, ROl now has more than 500 members sround the world, growth thet
Kords credits to his upbringing and experiences in the Canadisn Jewish community.

"' was & studert sctivist in Cansds ard, slthough we didn't slwsys sgree with the establishmert, the
community was slwsys welcoming. In Cansds, we've figured out bow to be inclusive and diverse, ard
that inspires so much of what we do at ROL" said Kords.

" After five years of expanding this global netwerk, we're embarking on & new direction ... [s] glebal
brainstorm ... faceto-face for the members at the summit, and tweet-to-tweet for the hundreds
scattered in 40 countries, to determine our future course,” he continued.

*ROI provides a vehicle where the most crestive young Jewish minds can cross-pollinate,” explained
Reabbi Yonatan Gordis, executive directar of the Centre for Lesdership Initiatives, based out of
Vancouver and Jerusslem. "We're here o help them turn vision into reslity &5 they tshe the car keys
to the Jewish future.”

Lynn Schusterman, whose Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundstion undenwrites RO,
believes that this sort of inclusiveness srd diversity are integral fo strengthening Jewish bonds snd
building & better Jewish future.

"We are living in challenging times, and guestions sbound regarding how best to nurture our
individual and collective connections to each other s Jews, " she said. *We have seen how the
network, skill-building and other resources we provids have led to collsborstions that are helping to
enhance snd enrich Jewizh communities sl over the world.”

The post-summit challenge is for ROl participants to hesd home snd build their own networks snd
energize their individusl communities — and to find ways to support themsehves without regular grants



from the Jewish philenthropic world.

This 15 where Rivlin might come in. He's the co-founder conmtribute. com, & brand-new stat-up that
can help nonprofit organizstions reise money snd strengthen their connections with supporters and
mermbers. One of Comtribute's most ambitious gosls s to kelp ronprofits capture & tiny slice of &
huge pie —the $80 billon in Interret sdvertising now flewing to corporate hesvyweights like Google,
Yahoo and Microsoft.

Although Corntribute lsunched 5 litthe more than & morth sgo, it slresdy has captured the sttention of
major nenprofits such a8 the Make-s-Wish Foundstion,

Born and raized in lsrael, Rwdin now spends much of his time in Moarth America, where he is
Corntribute's regional director. His frequent business trips to Cansds are slso s homecoming of sors:
hiz mother was born in Montresl, where much of Rrlin's extended family still lves.

Creating bonds thet transcend place and estend over time — that's one gosl of RO, and one that
Fivlin believes is getting much closer fo being schieved. "We'll see the results of this summit in free to
10 years," he sad. And while ROl stands for *return en investment® —and RO is preducing resl
returns — ‘the ROl summit served to have all those in the tert 'renewing their imvestment' in the
Jewish global comrunity.... I'm optimistic about the future of the Jewish people,” he sad.

For information, visit roicommunity.ong.
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